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FLINDERS REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANEL 

 
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of the Flinders Regional 
Development Assessment Panel will be held as follows:  

 
 

Time:  2.15pm   
 
Date:  Thursday 3rd November 2016    
 
Venue: By telephone conference 

 
   

* ** *** **** ***** **** *** ** * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

.............................................. 
Peter McGuinness 

Public Officer 
 

.............................................. 
Date 

 
 
Flinders Shared Services - Professional Service Delivery for our Rural Communities 
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AGENDA & REPORTS 
 

FOR THE MEETING BEING HELD 
THURSDAY3 3rd NOVEMBER 2016 AT 2.15pm   

 
 
 
1. PRESENT: 
 
 
 
2. APOLOGIES: 
 
 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
 
 
 
4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES: 
 
 4.1 ORDINARY MEETING - Held 11th August 2016  
 
  A copy of the Minutes from the Meeting (as previously circulated) are attached for the 

reference of Panel Members. 
 
  Recommendation: 
   That the Minutes of the Ordinary Teleconference Meeting of the Flinders Regional 

Development Assessment Panel held on 11th August 2016 as circulated, be confirmed. 
 
 
 
5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:    
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6. APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
 

 
6.1 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF MOUNT REMARKABLE   
 

6.1.1 DA 830/018/16 – R&A Kerr – Expansion to existing land based aquaculture 
 

Action For DECISION  

Proponent Council Officer   

Officer MTR CEO   

Development Application  830/018/16   

Associated Reports & 
Documents 
 

Planning Consultant Report    
EPA Report 
DA, inc Current PIRSA Licence  
Previous communications during/after original 
application 

 
Officer’s Recommendations: 

 
That Development Application 830/018/16 for the expansion to an existing land based 
aquaculture operation to include additional ponds for the culture of marron and fish at 1129 
(Sections 45 and 524) Amyton Road, Wilmington SA is not seriously at variance with the 
provisions of the District Council of Mount Remarkable’s Development Plan, consolidated 5th 
September 2013. 
 
That Council grant Development Plan Consent to Development Application 830/018/16 for the 
expansion to an existing land based aquaculture operation to include additional ponds for the 
culture of marron and fish at 1129 (Sections 45 and 524) Amyton Road, Wilmington SA, subject 
to the following conditions directed by the Environment Protection Authority: 

 
1. The storage of chemicals (including fuel tanks) and where chemicals are used or handled, 

must be adequately bunded to prevent those products entering the environment (soil, 
surface and groundwater). Bunding must be structurally sound and resist the chemical 
action of the enclosed materials, be of impervious material and facilitate clean up 
operations.  Bunding must provide net capacity of at least 133% for flammables (120% for 
non-flammables) of the capacity of the largest vessel within the bunded area, and must take 
into consideration the capacity displaced by any other tanks and foundations within the 
same bunded area.  
Note: Further information can be accessed from:· Guideline for Bunding and Spill 
Management, June 2007   http:/ /www.epa.sa.gov.au/files/47717 _guide_bunding.pdf 

 
Notes: 

 
• The applicant is reminded of its general environmental duty, as required by section 25 of 

the Environment Protection Act 1993 and to take all reasonable and practicable measures 
to ensure that the activities on the whole site, including during construction, do not pollute 
the environment in a way which causes or may cause environmental harm. 

• The applicant is reminded that wastewater from pond clean-outs should be scheduled at a 
frequency to ensure that the volume pumped out is at a suitable rate to enable uptake by 
the vegetation. 
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• EPA information sheets, guidelines documents, codes of practice, technical bulletins etc 

can be accessed on the following web site: http://www.epa.sa.gov.au 
 
 

Introduction: 
The Flinders Regional Development Assessment Panel is required to determine the application.  
 
 
Previous Panel Consideration:   
Nil 
 
 
Officer’s Report: 
Refer to attached Reports by Stewart Payne, Planning Consultancy Services. 

 
 

Statutory Requirement: 
The District Council of Mount Remarkable Development Plan – consolidated 5th September 
2013   
Development Act 1993 
Development Regulations 2008  
 
 
Policy/Strategic Implications: 
The District Council of Mount Remarkable Strategic Management Plan 2008-2020:  

 
Strategy Statement:  
With visionary, respected and strong leadership, Council will be in a position to successfully 
develop constructive partnerships with other levels of government and our communities, to 
ensure our aspirations are met and our futures are secured.(Reference 1) 

 
Strategy Objective:  
To not only meet, but to excel in satisfying the requirements of the Local Government Act 
(Reference 1.7) 

 
Strategic Outcomes:  
Ensure that Council satisfactorily meets all legislative compliance requirements (Reference 
1.7.3)  
 
Risk/Liability: 

 

Likelihood 
Consequences 

Insignificant 
1 

Minor 
2 

Moderate 
3 

Major 
4 

Catastrophic 
5 

A (almost certain) H H E E E 
B (likely) M H H E E 
C (moderate) L M H E E 
D (unlikely) L L M H E 
E (rare) L L M H H 

 
Legend: E: Extreme risk; immediate action required 

 H: High risk; senior management attention needed 
 M: Moderate risk; management responsibility must be specified 
 L: low risk; manage by routine procedures 
 

Voting Requirements: 
Absolute Majority 

  



__________________________________________________________________________________
___ 

Stewart Payne Planning Consultancy Services 
PO Box 368 Whyalla S.A. 5600  email: stewartp1955@bigpond.com 
Ph. 08 86 45 3483 Fax 08 86 45 6321 Mob 0417 824 721 
ABN 42 633 466 826 

 

Planning Report –  Expansion to land based aquaculture  
1129 Amyton Road Wilmington 

1 DETAILS 

 

Proposal:   Expansion to an existing land based aquaculture operation to include additional 
ponds for the culture of marron and fish.  

Applicant:   Rob and Anjo Kerr 

Address: 1129 (Section 45 and Section 524) Amyton Road, Wilmington SA  
  

Owner:  Rob and Anjo Kerr 

Zone:    Primary Production Zone 

DA:  830/018/16 

 

2 DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION AND LOCALITY 

2.1 GENERAL 
 

The applicant operates a fish farming activity at 1129 (Sections 45 and 524) Amyton Road, 
Wilmington.  The current activity comprising 7 lined ponds, 2m deep. Four of the ponds are 10m x 
20m in area and three 20m x 30m and are utilised for the growing of yabbies. The activity has been 
operating for 6 years and is subject to licence by PIRSA.  The development proposal involves the 
addition of fifteen ponds to the farm, to be located between the current ponds and the roadway.  
Ten ponds are 30m x 20m and five, 30m x 12 metres. In addition to yabbies it is intended that 
marron and fish will be grown in the new ponds.   Waste water from the ponds is to be used on 
nearby vegetable crops which also produce feed.  The new ponds are to be located approximately 
300m from the Willochra Road frontage of the property.  

The application is subject to referral to the Environment Protection Authority as aquaculture is an 
activity of major environmental significance per Schedule 22 of the Regulations under the 
Development Act.  Council is subject to direction of the EPA in respect to Schedule 22 activities.   The 
EPA considers that the proposed fish farm is ideally located and unlikely to cause air, noise or 
environmental nuisance due to the remoteness of the property.  It has directed Council to add 
conditions related to chemical storage should consent be granted.  (Attachment 1).  

The application is also subject to Category 3 notification.  Notification was undertaken in March 
2016.  No representations have been received.  
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2.2 LOCALITY 
 
The locality comprises the subject land and adjoining farmland.  The land is relatively flat with some 
remnant vegetation along roadways and fence boundaries.  Land is used for mixed farming purposes 
and comprises large paddocks making up extensive land holdings.   Productivity of farming land in 
the locality is relatively marginal and the settlement pattern is quite sparse with the nearest dwelling 
some 1300m from the subject land.   The locality has an open farming character of medium amenity 
due to low sparse vegetation and flat terrain with minimal features. Distant views of the southern 
Flinders Ranges to the east and west provide some visual interest. 

 
Location Plan 
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Site Plan 
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3 DEVELOPMENT PLAN ASSESSMENT 

An assessment against relevant Development Plan provisions is provided below.  

3.1 ANIMAL KEEPING 
 

Objectives  

1  Animals not kept at a density beyond the carrying capacity of the land or water.  

2  Animal keeping development sited and designed to avoid adverse effects on surrounding 
development.  

3  Intensive animal keeping protected from encroachment by incompatible development.  

4  Ecological sustainable development of the aquaculture industry. 

Principles of Development Control  

1  Animal keeping and associated activities should not create adverse impacts on the 
environment or the amenity of the locality.  

2  Storage facilities for manure, used litter and other wastes should be designed and sited:  

(a)  to be vermin proof  

(b)  with an impervious base  

(c)  to ensure that all clean rainfall runoff is excluded from the storage area  

(d)  outside the 1-in-100 year average return interval flood event area. 

 

Land Based Aquaculture 

18  Land-based aquaculture and associated components should not be located on land 
within 500 metres of a defined and zoned township, settlement or urban area.  

19  Land-based aquaculture ponds should be sited and designed to:  

(a)  prevent surface flows from entering the ponds in a 1-in-100 year average return 
interval flood event  

(b)  prevent pond leakage that would pollute groundwater  

(c)  prevent any overflow that would enable the species being farmed to enter any 
watercourse or drainage line  

(d)  minimise the need for intake and discharge pipes to traverse sensitive 
environments.  

 

Land based aquaculture falls within the broad definition of Intensive Animal Keeping as it 
involves the keeping or husbandry of animals in a broiler shed, chicken hatchery, feedlot, 
kennel, piggery, poultry battery or other like circumstances (my emphasis).  
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Consequently, relevant Development Plan provisions related to Intensive Animal Keeping 
apply to the proposal.  

 

The proposal is consistent with Objectives 1-4 above in that the carrying capacity of the water 
is unlikely to be exceeded given that the system is closed and inherently self-regulating.  The 
proposed fish ponds are well distant from surrounding development, being over 300m from 
the boundary with the public roadway and 500 metres from other property boundaries.  
Consequently, no adverse impacts upon surrounding property are likely to occur.   The EPA 
has noted that the site is quite remote and will not generate adverse impacts on surrounding 
properties by means of noise or odour.    

 

Incompatible development is unlikely to encroach upon the proposed ponds considering their 
location quite distant from property boundaries.  

 

The development can be reasonably described as ecologically sustainable as it is located on 
farming land with marginal productively and its use for fish farming represents a more 
productive utilisation of land.  There are no adverse impacts upon the natural environment 
and energy consumption and waste streams are effectively managed to ensure that external 
inputs are minimal. Also, waste streams are designed to enabling recycling of nutrients for the 
production of feed.   

 

The proposal is consistent with Principle 1 as noted above.  

 

In respect to Principle 2, waste management will involve the utilisation of waste water in the 
production of garlic, lucerne and corn, which is to be used as feed for fish and yabbies. 
Mortalities are to be composted and utilised as fertiliser.  The EPA has noted that these 
management procedures are acceptable.  Thus, while Principle 2 has a number of 
requirements in respect to the management of storage facilities for waste, there is no 
designated storage area as such requiring specific handling procedures.   

 

The proposal is consistent with Principle 18 as it is located more than 500m from a township 
or settlement zone.  

 

The EPA has noted that ponds associated with the proposal are not flood prone and have a 1 
metre high bank to control heavy rains or localised flooding.  Consequently, while the 
proposal has not demonstrated that it can specifically prevent surface flow from entering 
ponds in a 1 in 100 year average return flood event, the absence of nearby water courses, the 
nature of the terrain and the 1m pond wall height will minimise any adverse impact from 
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localised flooding. This is considered acceptable and of suitably low risk thereby meeting 
Development Plan requirements.  

 

Similarly, pond leakage, or the potential for species being farmed to enter watercourses or 
drainage lines is considered to be low risk, again due to the distance and ephemeral natural of 
the nearest watercourse; Willochra Creek, which is over 1km away.  It is noted also that 
artesian bores are capped reducing any likelihood that overflow or leakage would enter 
groundwater.  

 

There are no discharge pipes associated with the proposed development.  

 

3.2 DESIGN AND APPEARANCE  
 

OBJECTIVES  

 
1  Development of a high architectural standard that responds to and reinforces positive 

aspects of the local environment and built form. 

 

No buildings are proposed in association with the fish pond development.  The pond 
structures will have a low profile and are setback some 300m from the public roadway. 
Therefore, there will be no external visual impact as a result of the development. 

 

3.3 HAZARDS 
 

Objectives 

1  Maintenance of the natural environment and systems by limiting development in areas 
susceptible to natural hazard risk.  

2  Development located away from areas that are vulnerable to, and cannot be adequately 
and effectively protected from the risk of natural hazards. 

4  Development located and designed to minimise the risks to safety and property from 
flooding.  

5  Development located to minimise the threat and impact of bushfires on life and property.  

10  Minimisation of harm to life, property and the environment through appropriate location of 
development and appropriate storage, containment and handling of hazardous materials. 
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Principles of Development Control  

1  Development should be excluded from areas that are vulnerable to, and cannot be 
adequately and effectively protected from, the risk of hazards.  

2  Development located on land subject to hazards as shown on the Overlay Maps – 
Development Constraints should not occur unless it is sited, designed and undertaken 
with appropriate precautions being taken against the relevant hazards.  

3  There should not be any significant interference with natural processes in order to reduce 
the exposure of development to the risk of natural hazards. 

Flooding  

4  Development should not occur on land where the risk of flooding is likely to be harmful to 
safety or damage property. 

6  Development, including earthworks associated with development, should not do any of 
the following:  

(a)  impede the flow of floodwaters through the land or other surrounding land  

(b)  increase the potential hazard risk to public safety of persons during a flood event  

(c)  aggravate the potential for erosion or siltation or lead to the destruction of 
vegetation during a flood  

(d)  cause any adverse effect on the floodway function  

(e)  increase the risk of flooding of other land  

(f)  obstruct a watercourse. 

 

Bushfire 

7  The following bushfire protection principles of development control apply to development 
of land identified as General, Medium and High bushfire risk areas as shown on the 
Bushfire Protection Area BPA Maps - Bushfire Risk.  

8  Development in a Bushfire Protection Area should be in accordance with those 
provisions of the Minister’s Code: Undertaking development in Bushfire Protection Areas 
that are designated as mandatory for Development Plan Consent purposes. 

 
The subject land is within an area designated as having general bushfire risk.  Also, the land is 
not prone to flooding hazard.   The nature of the development, comprising earth bunded 
ponds rather than structures limits the potential for risk related to hazard.  

 

The proposal is therefore seen to be consistent with Objectives 1, 2, 4, 5 and 10 above in that 
it does not impact upon natural environments due to its location within an area which is 
susceptible to natural hazard risk nor does it occur within an area that cannot be protected 
from risk of natural hazards.   As noted, flooding risk on the land is minimal and bushfire risk is 
unlikely to be impacted by the proposed fish ponds.   The location of hazardous materials, 
diesel and petrol, can be undertaken in a way to minimise potential environmental harm by 
means of bunded storage areas. This is a condition of consent directed by the EPA. 
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The proposal is consistent with relevant principles of development control, as it does not 
occur in an area susceptible to hazards.  The area of the development is designated as having 
only general bushfire risk not requiring particular mitigation strategies.   As noted above, the 
land is not prone to flooding.  

3.4 NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Objectives 

1  Retention, protection and restoration of the natural resources and environment. 

Principles of Development Control  

1  Development should be undertaken with minimum impact on the natural environment, 
including air and water quality, land, soil, biodiversity, and scenically attractive areas. 

Biodiversity and Native Vegetation  

26  Development should retain existing areas of native vegetation and where possible 
contribute to revegetation using locally indigenous plant species. 

 

The proposal is to be undertaken on previously cleared farmland and has minimal impact 
upon natural resources and the environment.   As noted above, there is minimal risk to the 
environment as a result of potential pond leakage, infiltration into ground water or release of 
farmed species into waterways.   No native vegetation is impacted by the proposal.  

 

3.5 ORDERLY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 

Objectives 

1  Orderly and economical development that creates a safe, convenient and pleasant 
environment in which to live.  

2  Development occurring in an orderly sequence and in a compact form to enable the 
efficient provision of public services and facilities.  

3  Development that does not jeopardise the continuance of adjoining authorised land uses.  

4  Development that does not prejudice the achievement of the provisions of the 
Development Plan. 

Principles of Development Control  

1  Development should not prejudice the development of a zone for its intended purpose.  

2  Land outside of townships and settlements should primarily be used for primary 
production and conservation purposes.  

3  The economic base of the region should be expanded in a sustainable manner. 
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The proposal constitutes intensive animal keeping within the Primary Production Zone and is 
consistent with Zone principles, being an envisaged form of development.   Adjoining land 
uses may continue without impact as a result of the proposal, which represents economic use 
of land for a viable and productive purpose. 
 
 
There is no consequence as a result of the development upon public utility services. 
 
 
The proposal generally will result in the expansion of the economic base of the region in a 
sustainable manner and is therefore consistent with policy relation to orderly and economic 
development.  
 
 

3.6 PRIMARY PRODUCTION ZONE 
 

Objectives  
 

1  Economically productive, efficient and environmentally sustainable primary production.  

3  Protection of primary production from encroachment by incompatible land uses and 
protection of scenic qualities of rural landscapes.  

5  Development that contributes to the desired character of the zone. 

Desired Character 

The zone covers most of the council area and contains a diversity of physical features and 
agricultural, pastoral and rural related activities. The range of soil types, rainfall and terrain 
provide the basis for broadacre pastoral activities in the northern part of the zone, cereal 
growing and grazing primarily on the plains, and dairying, horticulture, agriculture and other 
forms of farming adjacent to the Southern Flinders Ranges. 
 
It is desirable that the zone continues to maintain a diversity of activities suited to the terrain, 
rainfall and capability of the land. Retention of agricultural productivity by preserving or 
increasing rural property holdings will be an important consideration in ensuring that the 
established rural character is maintained. There is however some opportunity for small scale 
low impact commercial and industrial development. 

 
A considerable portion of the zone is situated between National Highway 1 (to the west) and 
Main North Road (to the east). A dominant feature and setting are the Southern Flinders 
Ranges, and this area is crucial in allowing for a natural view of the Ranges. It is important that 
new development does not impair this view. 
 
Numerous creeks lined with mature vegetation, together with roadside vegetation enhance the 
district's rural character. These features should be preserved. 
 
A mixture of allotment sizes prevails, including a large number of smaller rural sections in 
proximity to settlements. Many of these allotments have not developed to any significant extent 
and could desirably be amalgamated and returned to pastoral or agricultural use. 
 
Underground water resources, particularly the Willochra basin and the Baroota Prescribed 
Wells Area should be protected. It is desirable that activities liable to cause deterioration in 
water quality not be established in these areas.   
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Principles of Development Control  

Land Use  

1  The following forms of development are envisaged in the zone:  

▪ bulk handling and storage facility 

▪ commercial forestry 

▪ dairy farming 

▪ farming 

▪ horticulture 

▪ intensive animal keeping 

▪ tourist accommodation (including through the diversification of existing farming activities 
and conversion of farm buildings)  

▪ wind farm and ancillary development 

▪ wind monitoring mast and ancillary development. 

 

Form and Character  

9  Development should not be undertaken unless it is consistent with the desired character 
for the zone.  

10  Development should not occur within 500 metres of a National Park, Conservation Park, 
Wilderness Protection Area or significant stands of native vegetation if it will increase the 
potential for, or result in, the spread of pest plants. 

  
The proposal is seen to be an economically productive, efficient and environmental 
sustainable form of primary production.    There is unlikely to be encroachment of 
incompatible uses, nor will the proposal impact upon the scenic quality of the rural 
landscape, having a low profile and being situated over 300m from the roadway.  

 

The proposal contributes to the Desired Character of the Zone as it is a form or primary 
production suited to the terrain, rainfall and capability of the land. While the proposal is 
does not constitute agricultural production, it is a form of primary production which results 
in a more efficient and economic use of land than traditional broadacre farming.   There is 
unlikely to be impact upon the Willochra Creek which is quite distant from the subject land.  
It is noted that there is low risk of adverse impact upon ground water resources.  

 

The development is consistent with Principle 1 with Intensive Animal Keeping being an 
envisaged type of development in the Primary Production Zone.  

 

The development will not occur within 500m of a national park, conservation park 
wilderness protection area or significant stand of native vegetation.  
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4 CONCLUSION 

 
The proposal is consistent with relevant Development Plan policy and is worthy of consent.  
 
 
Conditions have been directed by the Environment Protection Authority.  
 
 
Accordingly, I recommend the following resolutions: 
 

• That Development Application 830/018/16 for the expansion to an existing land based 
aquaculture operation to include additional ponds for the culture of marron and fish at 1129 
(Sections 45 and 524) Amyton Road, Wilmington SA is not seriously at variance with the 
provisions of the District Council of Mount Remarkable Development Plan, consolidated 5th 
September 2013. 

 
• That Council grant Development Plan Consent to Development Application 830/018/16 for 

the expansion to an existing land based aquaculture operation to include additional ponds 
for the culture of marron and fish at 1129 (Sections 45 and 524) Amyton Road, Wilmington 
SA, subject to the following conditions: 

 
 
(Condition as directed by the Environment Protection Authority) 
 

1. The storage of chemicals (including fuel tanks) and where chemicals are used or handled 
must be adequately bunded to prevent those products entering the environment (soil, 
surface and groundwater). Bunding must be structurally sound and resist the chemical 
action of the enclosed material, be of impervious material and facilitate clean up 
operations. Bunding must provide net capacity of at least 133% of flammables (120% for 
non-flammables) of the capacity of the largest vessel within the bunded area, and must 
take into consideration the capacity displaced by any other tanks and foundations within 
the same bunded area. Note: Further information can be accessed here:  Guideline for 
Bunding and Spill Management, June 
2007 http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/files/47717_guide_bunding.pdf  

 
 
Notes: 
 

• The applicant is reminded of its general environmental duty as required by Section 
25 of the Environment Protection Act 1993 and to take all reasonable and 
practicable measures to ensure that the activities on the whole site, including 
during construction, do not pollute the environment in a way which causes or may 
cause environmental harm, 

 
• The applicant is reminded that wastewater from pond clean-outs should be 

scheduled at a frequency to ensure that the volume pumped out is at a suitable 
rate to enable uptake by the vegetation. 
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• EPA information sheets, guidelines, documents, codes of practice, technical 
bulletins etc. can be accessed on the following web 
site: http://www.epa.sa.gov.au 

 
 

 
Stewart Payne  
BA Planning MPIA Certified Practicing Planner 

http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/


Environment Protection Authority

www.epa.sa.gov.au

GPO Box 2607 Adelaide SA 5001

250 Victoria Square Adelaide SA

T (0s) 8204 2000 F (08) 8204 2020

Country areas 1800 623 445South Australia

EPA Reference: 33856

26 August 201 ó

Ms Tammy Bastian

Administration Officer
District CounciI of Mount Remarkabte

PO Box 94

MELRO5E SA 5483

Dear Ms Bastian

DIRECTION - Activities of Major Environmental significance

I refer to the above devetopment apptication forwarded to the Environment Protection

Authority (EpA) in accordance with Section3T of the Development Act 1993. The proposed

devetopment invotves an activity of major environmentat significance as described above'

The fottowing response is provided in accordance with Section 37(4)(b)(ii) of the Development

Act 1993 and Schedute 8 ltem 11 of the Development Regulations 2008.

ln determining this response the EPA had regard to and sought to further the objects of the

Environment Protectíon Act 1993, and atso had regard to:

. the General Environmentat Duty, as defined in Part 4, Section 75 (1) of the Act;

and
. retevant Environment Protection Poticies made under Part 5 of the Act.

830/01 8/1 6Development ApPlication No.

Rob Kerr, Johanna KerrApplicant
545, 5524 HP331000, Hundred Wittochra, 1129

Amyton Road, Witmington SA 5485
Location

Schedute 8 ltem 11; Schedute 22 Part A

Activities, ltem 22-5(2)
Activity of Environmental Significance

Fish ponds.Proposal

A copy of the decision notification must be

forwarded to:
Ctient Services Officer
Environment Protection Authority
GPO Box 2607
ADELAIDE SA 5OO1

Decision Notification

Printed on 100% recycled paper using vegelable-based inks



Ptease direct a[[ queries retating to the contents of this correspondence to Mike Russett on
tetephone (08) 8204 2098 or facsimite (08) 8124 4673 or emait Mike.Russett@epa.sa.gov.au.

THE PROPOSAL

The proposat is for the instattation of fifteen additionat ponds at an existing yabby farm. The
property has been utitised for land based aquacutture for six years and is licensed via Ae00246
by Primary lndustrie¡ and Regions South Austratia (PIRSA). There are currentty seven lined two
metre deep ponds; four 10 by 20 metre and three 20 by 30 metre.

The dimensions of the proposed fifteen additionat lined two metre deep ponds woutd be:

. ten 30 x 20 metre

. five 30 x 12 metre.

The appticants woutd continue with the organic focus growing crops of gartic, corn and lucerne
as feed for the yabb'ies and using the 'wastewater' as fertitiser for the vegetabte crops. This is
achieved by not using any chemicats in the process and the ponds do not contain satine water.
The proposed ponds are expected to produce 250 kg of yabbies, 500kg of marron and 500 kg of
fish per annum. The addition of marron and fish is not expected to change the current pIRSA
ticence.

SITE DESCRIPT¡ON

The site of the proposed devetopment is Section 45 and Section 524, Hundred of Wittochra in
the area of Witmington. The subject tand is registered under Certificate of Titte Votume 5499
Fotio 736.

The property coutd be considered as remote, being twelve kitometres from the nearest town
and five kilometres from their nearest neighbour.

CONSIDERATION

Advice in this letter inctudes consideration of the location with respect to existing land uses
and is aimed at protecting the environment and avoiding potentiat adverse impacts upon the
Iocatity.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Air Quality

There is no fish processing onsite and consequentty there is not the odour impact normatty
associated with the industry. Organic waste from cteaning the ponds (and inctuding
mortatities) woutd be ptaced into compost bins. After composting it woutd be ptaced oñ
vegetation as a fertitiser. This is acceptabte to the EpA.

Noise

The onty noise associated with the activity woutd be from the pumps used every coupte of
days to circutate the water and maintain oxygen levets.
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This woutd be done during daytight hours and is not expected to generate excessive noise due

to the remoteness of the ProPerty.

Waste Management

Waste streams are minimat with any mortatities being composted and turned into fertitiser.

This is acceptabte to the EPA.

Water Quality

The subject site atthough ftat is not on ftood prone tand and the ponds have a one metre high

bank to control any heavy rains or tocatised fLooding. The nearest watercourse is the Wittochra

Creek being approximatety one kilometre away and ephemerat.

The three artesian bores on the site are att capped.

Wastewater woutd be irrigated to crops as required with pond ctean-outs to be scheduted at a

frequency to ensure that the votume pumped out is at a suitabte rate to enabte uptake by the

vegetation. This is acceptabte to the EPA. and a note is provided betow in this regard.

The onty chemicats used on site are either diesel or petrol and these shoutd be bunded in

accordance with the EPA guidetines. A condition in this regard is directed betow.

CONCLUSION

This proposat is for an expansion to the existing yabby farm which is ideatty located and is

untikety to create any air, noise or other environmental nuisance due to the remoteness of the

property.

DIRECTION

The planning authority is directed to attach the following condition to any approval:

1 . The storage of chemicats (inctuding fuet tanks) and where chemicats are used or

handted, must be adequatety bunded to prevent those products entering the

environment (soit, surface and groundwater). Bunding must be structuratty sound

and resist the chemicat action of the enctosed materiats, be of impervious material

and facititate ctean up operations. Bunding must provide net capacity of at [east

133% for ftammabtes (120% for non-ftammabtes) of the capacity of the largest

vessel within the bunded area, and must take into consideration the capacity

disptaced by any other tanks and foundations within the same bunded area' Note:

Further information can be accessed here:. Guideline for Bunding and Spill

lúanagement, June 2007 nttp:t twv'rw.epa.sa.gov.au/filesl47717-qutde-bunding.pdf

The following notes provide important information for the benefit of the applicant and are

requested to be included in any approval:

. The appticant is reminded of its general environmental duty, as required by section

25 of the Environment Protection Act 1993 and to take atl reasonabte and

practicabte measures to ensure that the activities on the whote site, inctuding
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during construction, do not pottute the environment in a way which causes or may
cause environmentaI harm.

The appticant is reminded that wastewater from pond ctean-outs should be
scheduled at a frequency to ensure that the votume pumped out is at a suitabte
rate to enable uptake by the vegetation.

EPA information sheets, guidetines documents, codes of practice, technicat
buttetins etc can be accessed on the fotlowing web site: hrtp://www.epa.sa.gov.au

Yours faithfutty

Haytey Riggs

Detegate
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY
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6.2 THE FLINDERS RANGES COUNCIL            NIL 
 

No Applications for The Flinders Ranges Council require consideration at this Meeting. 
 
 
6.3 THE DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ORROROO CARRIETON  NIL  
 

No Applications for The District Council of Orroroo Carrieton require consideration at this 
Meeting. 

 
 
6.4 THE DISTRICT COUNCIL OF PETERBOROUGH  NIL  
 

No Applications for The District Council of Peterborough require consideration at this Meeting. 
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7.  ANNUAL REPORT  
 
 

Action For DECISION  

Proponent Panel Officer    

Officer Public Officer  

Associated Reports & Documents Annual Report 2015 - 2016  
 

Officer’s Recommendation: 
 
That the Flinders Regional Development Assessment Panel Annual Report for 2015-2016 be 
received.  
 

 
Introduction: 

 
The Terms of Reference for the Flinders Regional Development Assessment Panel (“the Panel”) 
requires that the Panel, through the Public Officer, will report in writing to the Constituent 
Councils on an annual basis, detailing: 
 
• The level of attendance of Panel Members at Panel Meetings; 
• The Panel’s activity and performance in making decisions; and 
• Comment on or an analysis of policy or process that are relevant to the Panel’s assessment 

functions and suggesting improvements. 
 
 
Previous Panel Consideration: 
 
Nil  
 
 
Officer’s Report: 
 
Refer to attachment.  
 
 
Statutory Requirement: 
 
Terms of Reference for the Flinders Regional Development Assessment Panel (January 2011)  
Schedule 29 of the Development Regulations 2008 
 
 
Policy/Strategic Implications: 
 
Nil  
 
 
 

  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FLINDERS REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANEL 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 
2015-2016 

 
The Terms of Reference for the Flinders Regional Development Assessment Panel (“the Panel”) 
requires that the Panel, through the Public Officer, will report in writing to the Constituent Councils 
on an annual basis, detailing: 
 
• The level of attendance of Panel Members at Panel Meetings; 
• The Panel’s activity and performance in making decisions; and 
• Comment on or an analysis of policy or process that are relevant to the Panel’s assessment 

functions and suggesting improvements. 
 
During the course of the 2015-2016 Financial Year, the Panel met on four (4) occasions to 
consider a total of nine (9) applications. 
 
The following tables summarise the level of attendance of Panel Members at meetings and the 
activity and performance of the Panel in decision making. 
 

Panel Member Attendance 

Member 
Meetings 
Eligible 

to Attend 
Present Apology 

Absent 
without 
Apology 

Ms Shanti Ditter 4 4 0 0 
Cllr Garry Thompson (FRC) 4 4 0 0 
Cllr Colin Nottle (DCMR) 4 4 0 0 
Cllr Ralph Goehring (DCOC) 4 2 2 0 
Cllr Frank Hardbottle (DCP)  4 4 0 0 

 
 

 Panel Activity   

Constituent Council 
App’s 

Referred 
to Panel 

Approved Refused Appealed 
Withdrawn 

by 
Applicant 

 
Deferred 

The Flinders Ranges Council 1 1 0 0 0 0 
District Council of Mount 
Remarkable 6 6 0 0 0 0 

District Council of Orroroo 
Carrieton 

1 (3 
times) 0 1 0 0 2 

District Council of Peterborough 1 1 (for 12 
mths) 0 0 0 0 

Totals 9 8 1 0 0 2 
Peter McGuinness 

Public Officer 
 
 

Flinders Shared Services - Professional Service Delivery for our Rural Communities 
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8.  OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

 8.1 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF MOUNT REMARKABLE  
 

 8.2 THE FLINDERS RANGES COUNCIL 
 

 8.3 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ORROROO CARRIETON 
 

 8.4 DISTRICT COUNCIL OF PETERBOROUGH 
 

 
 

9.  NEXT MEETING: 
 
 
 
10.  CLOSURE: 




